Any surgeon who handles colo-rectal problems will refer to this book both for advice in ordinary or extraordinary clincial problems and for a review of current knowledge and opinion. This is without doubt the best book on proctology ever published, and is recommended without reservation. By modern standards, it is not expensive. THE only criticism I have of this volume is its title which might imply that the book is primarily for bacteriologists. Professor Selwyn has undertaken a mighty task most successfully and the book forms an excellent commemoration of the 50th anniversary of Fleming's classic paper on penicillin. Those of us who know the author's interest in medical history will not be surprised at the excellence of the first chapter, which should be read by all undergraduates, and the presentation in the first fifty pages sets the pace for the rest of the volume. This is an excellent book and much of it should be read by any practicing doctor; it is unusual for the reviewer not to have some area of disagreement with antibiotic therapy and particularly the prevention of infection with antimicrobial agents, but I find myself in complete agreement with all that is said in this volume.
To confirm this opinion I would add that the book is being recommended for reference purposes to clinical undergraduates in the Queen's University of Belfast Medical School.
R.R.G.
